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| O. E Truth is ſo cloſely connected with another, that 


unleſs · we carry on the Train, and keep them {till in 

View before the Eye of the Mind, unleſs we conceive 

all the Parts together intuitively as it were in a Concert One 
Idea, Difficulties will neceſſarily ariſe, either from a partial 

View or a wrong Relation of Things; which muſt happen as 

oft as we loſe Sight of any One Link in the Chain. Hence 

the many Controverſies in all Sciences, eſpecially in Divinity, 
r want of ſeeing the Connection between this and the next 

World, where Truth has her Temple, within the Vail, full of 

Light, but Clouds and Darkneſs are round about it, and to 


which all other Sciences are only as ſo many Steps in our Pro- 


greſs; and therefore, I may venture to ſay, that the Darkneſs 
of the natural Eye will never be able to perceive Her, till it 
conceives all Things ideally, as ſo many immediate Impreſſions 
of the Spirit upon our Senles according to a regular Scheme of 
eſtabliſh'd Laws, which is the Truth. This Truth is like 
Lignt, and as ſpiritual too; the latter, we know, when it falls 
upon different Bodies, or is untwilted into fainter Rays, pro- 
duces all that Variety of beautiful Colours, which loſe them-' 


_ , elves in Each other by an eaſy Tranſition from Darkneſs to 


re Light, the Compound of the whole ; juſt fo Truth the ſame 
ill in itfelf, when it is conceived by the different Capacities 


or carnal Textures of the natural Eye,“ produces all that Va- 


riety of Opinions among the Claſſes of Men, which yet run 
into one Another, and are all comprehended in Him, who is 
call'd by St John both the Light and the Truth, The Analogy 
of all Things and Action, in the natural World is a Mutum 
Pogma or Pictura loguax of this ineffable Truth, continually 
addreſſing itſelf in ſignificant Hieroglyphicks + ta our Senſes, 


_ thoſe Inlets to the Underſtanding—And if they hear not Moſes 


and the Prophets ſpeaking to them in ſuch Types and Figures 
or Patterns of heavenly Things, neither would they be per- 
ſuaded, tho? one roſe dem the Dead with a more ſpiritual Evi- 
dence, which their Imperfection would be ſtill leſs ble of 
receiving. Nay it may be, that the Idea of Truth * eonarbe 
two flat Contradictions in concetving the inexpreſſible Diſtinc- 
tion between Both, in the ſame Manner as Light is engender d 


between 
* Matt, c. vi. v. 22, 23. + Lab, c. i. v. 79. 
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„ PREFACE 


between the Colliſſion of a Flint and Steel. If ſo, an Angel 
from Heaven could only exhibit the Truth to Us in Hierogly- 
phicks, in a Viſion of the intellectual Eye perceiving the 1 

rative Signification of what the natural Eye of every Man be- 
holds. This yo Notion of the World is certainly a great 
Improvement of the natural Mind, and yields a large and plen- 
tiful Encreaſe of Ideas growing as it were out of the fame 
Root. So that to diſcourage Men from purſuing this Meta- 
þhy/ical Knowledge, would be the ſame Thing, as to diſcourage 
Children from going to School; for ſo long as we reſt in the 


natural Idea of Things, ſo long We are Children in the beg: | 


garly Rudiments of a material World. But the Whole Worl 

is a beautiful Parable, the Knowledge of which is the Medium 
to bring Us out of the Elements into a ſpiritual Idea of the 
ſame Things, i. e. into Heaven, into the Qmnipreſence of God 


and of his holy Angels. 


G1 | * ö 1 x 
Bor again, Truth has ſomething in it ſo agreeable: to the 
Mind of Man „ that altho' a 2 e may not comprehend 
it, or ſee it through the Miſts of Senſe, yet He will be as little 
able to contradict 1t ; it bears fo ſtrong an Analogy, even when _ 
it is moſt ſpiritualiz'd, to our natural Ideas. Thus for Inſtance, 
2 carnal- minded Man may not, cannot conceive, how the 
Eternity of Hell Torments is conſiſtent with the Goodneſs of 
God. This Truth He may not be enabled to perceive, till his 
Mind has attain'd a certain Degree of moral Perfection, when 
God, either immediately by the Suggeſtions of his holy Spirit, or 
by the Agency of Others, is pleas d to diſtinguiſh the groſs 
Truth, and unravel the Knot or Myſtery to his Mind, in ſuch 
like Intimations, viz. that the very Nature of a finite Crea- 


ture does and ever will imply in it Imperfection or Evil; 


4 that this Evil is the Trial of Faith, &c. in his Progreſs into 
e further Perfection; that theſe Trials of Faith are the Means 
© to bring Him to a Senſe of his being only an Inſtrument in 
© the Hand of his Maker; that He can do nothing of Himſelf; 
© that He muſt yet be his own Agent under God in doing all 
Things through Chriſt, who ſtrengtheneth Him; that the 
© whole Proceſs is the Means of giving Him Exiſtence accord- 
© ing to an eſtabliſhed Scheme of Laws for the Good of the 
cc Whole.“ | : | ID 


Txovcn He will beſt experience the Truth of all this, yet 
it ay be fo prov'd to Him by all the Rules of Reaſon and 
Revelation, that He will not be able to contradi& it from 
either. | 


THis 


/ 


E R E FACE . 


Tuts Iden of eternal Torments is ſo fat from weakning their 
Towne, that it adds a great Force to Them, and ſuch as is more 


conſiſtent with the Notion of divine Goodneſs; for if a Man 
is aſked, why He defers Repentance, or the Change of a ſenſual 
Mind; His Anſwer can only be, becauſe Mortification of the 
Fleſh is painful ; which preſent feeling of Pain ought to be the 
very Reaſon, why He ſhould not defer it, becauſe it will grow 
every Day mare io, Nay it is ſo ordered by a wiſe God, that 
a continued Indulgence in his ſenſual Pleaſures will naturally 
bring Him into ſuch a deadly State, that his Appetites will be 
encreas'd, his Power of gratifying Them taken away, (which 
I have experienc'd in an extraordinary Manner) and even in 
this State He may be too like the Prodigal Son, when He would 
have fain eaten of the Huſks, and zo Man gave unto Him, i. e. 
the Senſe of Pain and the Weakneſs of his ſenſual Soul may 
require the Agency of ghoſtly Counſel, to ſtrengthen his. Re- 
ſolution to embrace the ſeyere but wholeſome Means of Grace.“ 


To this I can ſee no Objections but two; the firſt is, that 
this State is the only State of Probation ;j to which I anſwer 
that a finite Creature will ever ſuppoſe Imperfection, Evil, 
Trial of Faith, as the Means of advancing into higher Perfec- 
tion. St Paul ſays, 1 Gor. c. xiii. v. 13. And naw abideth 
Faith,” but how can-Faith abide, where there is no Trial 
—If this Anſwer doth not ſuffice, there is ſtill a better in 
Reſerve, which is, that the natural State or preſent Set of Ideas 
are only a Type of what will befal us in eternum, a Seed of 
Man's future Being ſtil] unfolded more and more in his ſpiritual 
Progreſs of giving, what He now only receives. Matt. c. xiii. 
V. 31 , 32. | £ | | 


Taz fecond Objection is, that ſame are called the Ele& or 
Choſen ; and thoſe, I ſay, are they, who are regenerate in 
this Life, and paſs through the Medium of Regeneration out 
of the Fleſh into the Spirit, by the Trial of Afflictions. + This 
is certainly a great Favour of Heaven for ſame wiſe Purpoſes 

conferred on Them, who thereby avoid the ſecond Death of 
Horror and Darkneſs expreſs'd by St John, Rev. and St Fude ; 
intimated by St Paul, and figur d to Us in many parabolical 
Paſſages of Scripture, Cen. c. xv. v. 12. when the Sun (i. e. 

of the natural Man) was going down, a deep Sleep fell upon 

Abraham, and lo! an Horror of great Darkneſs fell upon. 
See 2 Pet. c. iii. v. 5 to 8, where theſe two Deaths are 
_ figured to Us in the grand typicial Analogy of the Deluge and 
Conflagration, | STO 


| Tavs 
® 2 Cor. i. v. 11. 


+ Tim, c. iii. v 


10, 11, 12, Pſalm xxxiv. v. 4-7 -Ig.—kxxViii. 
v. 3 to 8. | | 
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cxvl. v. 3 to to 8. 


4 NE F A d E 


Tuvs Job, David, the Apeſtles, and many more were in the 
Number of the Elect in this Senſe, and ſuffer'd the Terrors of 
the Lord with troubled Minds, In the Loſs of all worldly 
Glory, in Diſeaſes and Afflictions both of Body and Soul; but 
yet its obſervable, that theſe were ſome of the joſteſt of Men; 
and tho' they were fo, they paſs'd through this Medium of 
Regeneration, which is frequently inculeated in the following 
Diſcourſe. This Medium will alone explain the Scheme f 


V univerſal Salvation, of God's Goodneſs and Power, which can 
only be manifeſted to Us in what our preſent Weakneſs makes 


a Trial or an Affliction! 1 St Peter, c. iv. v. 17. This Doc- 


trine is contain'd under the Vail of the Old Teſtament, and is 


the Glory of the New. I ſhall on! uee a Paſſage out of 
each in Defence of it, which — ce till I am callid upon 
for more; and theſe are, Gen. c. i. v. 10. Act, c. x. The 
Jews, to whom the ſecond Diſpenſation was committed, were 
caſt off under the Third, until the Coming of the Gentiles was 
fulfilled, (whom They under a State of Purification very juſtl 
Jook'd upon as unclean) in order to convince Them, that all 
are N God's Creatures, as well as that all Things are 
fanctified in the Spirit of the Goſpel of Grace; and yet a Sepa- 


ration from the Uncleanneſs of ſenſual Pleaſures (fignified to Us 


by their Separation from the Heathens) is the appointed Means 
to bring Each Individual to a ſpiritual and ſanctiſied Uſe of the 
+ ſame Things; the Want of this univerſal Charity, as it was a 
great Imperfection in the Jews under their Medium of Purifica- 
tion (the Means of bringing Them to it) ſo it would be ſtill a 


greater among Chriſtians, the Glory of wpoſe Religion is in 


profeſling their Belief of a Saviour , the whole World, This 
is the Doctrine of the following Difcourſe, and, I may ſay, of 
the whole New Teſtament, which reyeals the Meaps of Salvation 
to all Men, viz. that all Men muſt ſuffer eternal Torment; 
without Faith and Repentance, but it teaches moreover what 
all Divines admit,“ that Faith and Repentance are the free 
Gifts of Grace, F Therefore All are foved yet ſo as by Fire, 
«< when Thou haſt overcome the eſs of Death, Thou didit 
« open the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers.” | 


® Pſalm xii, v.25 —lxxxil, v. 8, 
+ Pſalm cxviii. v. 22, 234 


1 2 Tim, c. ii. v. 25. Epbeſ, c. ii. v. 8. Pſalm evil. v. 18, 19— 


ory 
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* 
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ern 


| 'RanT, © Lord, we beſeech Thee, continual Encreaſe of 
Grace to the holy Inſpirations of thy Spirit in our Souls, 
' that they being there nurtur'd by thy heavenly Benediction may 
take Root, and grow up it it were 2 Strength to Strength, 
till they bring forth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs in the Fullneſs 
| of Grace, when Thou, O God, will put a new Song in our 
4 Mouths, even a Song of Foy and Thankſgiving in the Jab Ghoſt 
ut how ſhall we ſing this Song of Sion in a ſtrange Land? 
. Or who ſhall tune our N with ſpiritual Melody in this our 
Heavineſs of ſenſual Bondage, where we ſit down and weep 
over the Flaſh Pots of Egypt, when we are called to reflect 

upon Thee, O Sion. r 


O Lord, open Thou our Souls in the Spirit of Underſtanding, 
and our Mouth ſhall then ſhew forth thy Praiſe, that as our 
Fathers haue declared unto Us, ſo may we tell them, who come 
after, the Noble Works, which Thou didſt in their and our 
Days, as in old Time before Us, when Thou broughteſt a Vine 

out of Egypt, and caſt out the Heathen to plant it therein; * 
The goodly Boughs wheresf when it had taten Root, filled the 
whole Heathen Land, figuring thereby the Sandtification of the 
Natural Man in this u Wilderneſs, as ſoon as thy holy 
Spirit hath planted it on an intellectual Paradiſe in the Idea 
of our Souls: O Lord, look down from Heaven, behold, and 
vit this Vine, as yet in this Egyptian Nurſery of lrael's V ine- 
yard, which Thou having let out to Husbandmen, beholdeft in 
Us Thy true ſelf afar of in a diſtant Country. Lo! inſtead 
of Grapes, it bringeth forth wild Grapes, which our Fathers 
| eat ſour as they are, and the Children's Teeth are ſet on Edge 
3 —Deftrey, O God, as Thou haſt promiſed, the f earth-boru De- 
| firs of theſe Husbandmen, the Sons of Earth, that in them they 
may never riſe up t again, but inſtead thereof All Things be- 
longing to the Spirit may live and grow in Them, fo that our 
Sens, (thoſe q Others, to whom T hou wilt give their natural 
1 Vineyard) being thence alſo ſucceſſively engrafted into the Stock 
0 el, may grow up as the young Plants of Eden, and our 
aughters appear in their Eyes as the poliſh'd Corners of Sion's 
Templ . | 


O Lord, ſave thy People and bleſs thine H 9 enen 
this || thine Heritage © Father alſo. Govern Us and lift Us 


, ® Jſaiab, c. v. Pſalm Ixxx. v. vii. + Iſaiah, e. 24. 
1 Phan cxl, v. 10, Y Mark, c. xii. v, 9, | Gen, c. xxvii. v. 23. 


= £4 PR AY ER: 
ts ap for Ever n the ſeveral Orders of ſuſſring but noble Mar- 


tyrs, of meek and god) ly Prophets into the glorious Company 
at laſt of Saints an 3 „ that ſo thy holy Church throughout 
all the World may acknowledge Thee to be the Lord over ve the . 


4. ritual Conditions and E Hers fo Men, differing only from 
G 


ach Other, as One Star differs from another Star in Glo 
Let the People praiſe Thee, od, yea let all the People 
proſe e Thee. 
ut above all we pray Thee give a double Portion. of Thy 
Spirit to the Diſpenſers 77 thy bo oy Myſterier the Miniſters as 
yet only of levitical Ordinances, that they being purified, like as 
Gold and Silver in the Refiner's Fire, may offer unto Thee as 
Offering in the Righteouſn eſs of thy Spirit, as Thou haſt pro- 
mis'd by thy Prophet Malachi, and become a choſen Generation, 
a royal Prieſthood, * a peculiar People zealous 0 7775 good Works, 
wwhich when theſe the Sheep of thy Paſture es behold, They 
may glorify God in the Das, Vi . thy Miniſters goin 


before e, the People joyfully 4 % 3-4 after — And for this End, 


wwe beſeech Thee, to illuminate all Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons 
with the true K. 3 e and Underſtanding of thy Word or 
2 that this Knowleds age being kindled into a pure Flame of 
ine Love within our Breaſts, may be as a Light ſet in a 
dark Place, ſhining more and more unto the perfett Day ;- when 
wwe ſhall all know ourſelves to be, what at preſent for Want of 
ſuch Knowledge we 25 ſe perfettly are, f One Fold under one to 
ritual Shep bod 7 Jeſus Chrift the righteous, in whoſe moſt 
Name we 1 T hee, O God, for * rational — e of a. 
dreſſing the Throne of Grace, where our great high Prieſt and 
Mediator continually intercedeth for Us in the Power of the 
Spirit, wherein Tow _ alſo through him thus Tm s to 


pray, 4 
oon Father, who art in FR ; Hallowed be thy Name. 


Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be done in Earth, As it is 
in Heaven. Give us this Day our daily Bread. And forgive 


us our Treſpaſſes, As we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 


And lead us not into Temptation; But deliver us from Evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom; And the Power, and the Glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


* Pſalm Levi. v. 9-11, 1 Pet, c. 2. v. 9 + Epbeſ,c. 1. v. 17, 18. 
1 Epbeſ. c. U. v. 11 to the End, c. iv. v. 9 to 26. 


— 


D EV, r. ee cb vi. 56 755 8. 


And 200 11 ords,. "which, 1 command * Thee this 

Dap, ſhall bei in thine Heer. . 
| _ thou ſalt ** Them diligently unto thy 
"Children, and ſhalt talt of them, when Thou 
"fi et in hie H ouſe, uind when Thou' walkeſt 


5 the W 9 ay, A when T, hot hieft down, and when 


OSE 8 having, in the 5th Chapter, | 
> deliver'd the two Tables of the 
uh Commandments ' to the Iſraelites, 
wrapt'up in a ſhort Hiſtory of God's 

ſignal Mercies to them, like a wiſe . 
Law-giver, He enforces theſe Laws with the moſt 
natural Sanctions. of Health, Wealth, and Length 
of Days. And then too, like as ſkilful an Orator, 
as 10 he had ſomething New to lay unto them, He 
A _ there- 


Fo / 


Le 


T% 


| Or einen ! in their Attention ech to a z ſhort 


Recapitulation of the whole. v. 3. © Hear there- 
" fore, O 1frael, and obſerve to do I, that it 
<« may be well with Thee, and that ye may en- 


C creaſe mightily; as the Lord God of Thy Fathers 


* hath promiſed Thee, in the Land, that floweth 
& with Milk and Honey.“ Hear. 


 ArTzx which, big with the Utterance of ſome- 


ting very important, He cries out a ſecond Time 


in the Voice of a Herald, v. 4. Hear, O I/ael, 
* the Lord our God is One Lord, ** which might 
very well command Their Attention and Obedi- 


_ ence too, Hear 1 and * For he RING 


| mh, TzACHES,: or. ther ah, Them _ 
true Notion and Idea of God, % The Lord our 
God is One Lord; which is the moſt rational 
Motive and F Kt En of Obedience; and alſo, 


ad, Or that Love He enjoins in the 5th and 


next v. And Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 


<« with all thy Heart, and with all be a d 
* with all thy Might.“ Ang Oe 1 

wach Hz commands Them in my y Text not only 
to conceive the true Notion and Love of God 
Themſelves, but alſo to give the beſt Proof of 


WA by teaching their Children to have the ſame. 
v. 6 


N 
v. 6 and = And theſe Words, which 1 com- 
« * mand Thee this Day, ſhall be in thine, 0 


= « Ayn T hou ſhalt —_ n diligently nu 
thy Children, and ſhalt talk of Them, when 
© Thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when Thou 
«© walkeft by the Way, when thou lieſt downs and 
abe Than n Ops!” in. n 


\-Gres me Leave n treating this Subjedt 1 to fol 
low his Example; For we muſt firft conceive the 


true Idea of God Ourſelves, before we can com- 
municate it to Others We muſt know, what we 
are to love and teach, before we can teach our 


Children to do the ſame - We muſt alſo further 


know the Rewards and Advantages of ſo doing, 
both to Ourſelves and Children, before we an 
either learn It, or teach * with aun, 5 


Wnar Moſes here Fas the 1/raelites.. in 
my Text firſt to learn or remember Themſelves, 
and next to teach their Children, is the true Notion 
and Idea of God, * The Lord e our God is em 
Lord.“ TIT Tee FF 
Now the beſt Notion We — 4 Gog, Fs Jen 
| Us, that the Fullneſs of his, F elicity conſiſts in 
the Pleaſure of communicating his Happineſs and 
Exiſtence to All poſſible Creatures, - Conſequently, 
the Exiſtence, as well as the : greateſt Happineſs of 

| any 


any Creature, muft alfo be i in the neareſt Imitation 
of its Creator herein. But ſince No Oreature can 
plead any ſpecial Right to the Favours of Heaven 
above Others, ſinct the very Nature of a ſocial 
Syſtem of Creatures requires a Subordination and 
Subſerviency of One to Another, it ſeems | moſt 
agreeable to our Reaſon, to our Notions of Infi- 
nite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that each Creature 
ſhou'd pals thro” all the ſeveral Stages of Imper- 
fe&ion in its Progrels to the next higher Claſſes of 
Perfection above It. Therefore" e; Creature 
bears an equal Share of Happineſs and Miſery a- 
ke, either in this State, or the next, which ba- 
lances the Account i in the Scale of exact Juſtice; e 
the lefs Mtture of Good there is in a Man's Re 
ral Stateg the lefs Portion of Evil will there be in 
that regenetating Medium of Suffering, which 
brings Us out of the Fleſh into the Spirit; again, 
the more we are habituated to the Pleaſures of Senſe 
here; the more grievous and difficult it will be to 
welt Ourſelves of thoſe ſenſual Habits, of all our 
carnal Lifts and Paſſions, which cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. And when We are born 
_ Heirs of this ſpiritual Country, the only Means of 
enlarging the Sphere of our Exiſtence in this King- 
dom will be by enlarging the Sphere of our Bene- 
ficence and Chatiry to others. For our common 
Creator hach incorporated the very. Being of each 
Individual in "the Conſtitution of the ſocial Body . 
It i is a Member rof—He hath made the Preſervation 
' alfa 


"SF 9 
alſo of its Being continually dependant on the Af. 


cation of thoſe Bleſſings It hath receiv*d, the Terms 


and Condition of Its receiving more-—He- hath 


impreſs'd- the higheſt Marks of Perfection on the 
molt extenſive Acts of Beneficence—And He hath 
moreover annex'd the greateſt Happineſs or Miſery 
even to the moſt beneficent Actions, Happineſs 
and Complacency of Mind to that Agent of 'Hea? , 
ven, who does Them with a Godlike Benevolence 
of Intention, but Miſery and Anguiſh of Spirit to 
the malicious Agents of DNarkneſs—Pleaſe to have 
a little Patience, and you will ſee preſently, that 
this Doctrine is both true in itſelf- and is alſo the 
univerſal Key of Knowledge to all Other Truths in 
general, and to that of my Text in particular For 
God, in whoſe Hand all Creatures are only ſo many 
Inſtruments, both can and doth by His overuling 
Providence bring forth the greateſt Good, where 
malicious and ſhort-ſighted Mortals often deſign 
the greateſt Evil. Thus, for Inſtance, the mali- 
cious Intention of doing Good againſt our Will is 
the Means of giving Us Being in the firſt imperfect 
Courſe of our Exiſtence thro* each Syſtem, during 
which State we do as it were the Drudgery-work 
of Heayen, in exerciſing the Chriſtian Graces of 
Faith * and Charity in Others, while Remorſe and 


15 Bitter- 

* 1. 1 5 this Corollary, the ſame Action L with con- 
trary Intentions may be both the moſt moral and immoral 
Action in we World in Reſpect of different * 


" 


| ſtance of Society He hath made the Communi- 
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Bitterneſs. of Spirit, the natural Reſult of vain Ma- 


lice, is the ordinary Means appointed for bringing 
ſuch Minds to the more happy Diſpoſitions of Love 
and Charity. For when once the Meaſure of the 
Stature of the natural Man is filled up, God is 
then pleas'd* to ſtrip Us Piece-meal of all the 
Clothing of the old Man, * in order to bring Us 
to a ſpiritual Senſe of the ſame Things; The Loſs 
of Temparals, which wete incarnated into the 
Affections of our Hearts, raiſes. all that turbulent 
Rout of the Paſſions, ſuch as Anger, Malice, 4 Re- 
venge, c. the more feveriſh the Soul grows with 
the Fermentations of theſe Paſſions, the more Ita 


Agonies are ſtil] encreaſed; It becomes like a 


troubled Sea, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Ding, 
Waun 1 more, all its Criſis — 
N. N 


| 1 


2. Hence alſo Angels and Devils (or traverſing Spirits) may 
have both their Exiſtence in the different Idea of doing the 
fame Action with the contrary Intentions of Malice and Gogdy 
will; The One as happy, as the Other is miſerable, * Kev, 


Aut v. 10. st Lale, c. 16. v. 23: e tag - 


| 

3. Hence the Madneſs and Folly,. or rather e e 
let me call it, of all Malice, which endeavours, as far as in it 
les, to deſtroy itſelf in the Deſtruction of Others, on whom 


its very Being depends, while it i yer ee bea to its 


own and the Good of Others. 


* 7b, Co 1. v. 21. | Gen. c. xxi. v. 10, 11. 0 I Pet. ry 4 
x Cor. C. XV. V. 22. 8 St Luke, C. XV. 


/ 


+ St James, e. iv. v. 1. 


CPF) 

For a Malignity of Mind naturally - poiſons the 
Body, and Death at laſt in the Rear of a dire Train 
of Diſeaſes appears in all His Terrors; then it is 


that the gloomy Darkneſs of Hell opening on One 
Hand, and a glimmering Ray of Heaven on the 
Other, determines the free Choize' of the Soul into 
the predeſtin'd Scheme of Salvation, into the Means 
+ of Grace, which alone can purge away the Va- 
pours of the carnal Eye into ſpritual Viſion, Or 
if its Paroxyſm goes beyond the Grave, the Soul 
then goes down among the Unclean, Fob, c. 36. 
v. 14. F where the only Relief The Unregenerate 
find for the importunate Cravings of a ſenſual Soul, 
is in going about, ſeeking whom they may devour, 
on whom They may transfer the burning Fever of 
Their carnal Deſires, for Want of Faith on God; 
while it may be the happy Employment of mini- 
ftring Spirits, who have attain'd the ſpiritual Per- 
fection of raiſing Ideal Senſations in the Mind, to 
go about, ſeeking whom They may gratify i in the 
Natural World of Human Nature, which is thus 
conſtituted by the counter Offices of Its Good and 
Evil Genius. For our future, as well as preſent 
Exiſtence muſt conſiſt in nien ſome Way 

A 2}; . 


* St Fames, c. I. v. 14, 15. 


I + Viz. Prayer and Mortification of the Fleſh according wo 
| the Dorine of the Croſs DR 


8 Gen, c. xv. v. 12. 


St Marr. c. xv. v. 26, 27, 28. 7 Woman, ins 
Tat. St John, c. ii. v. 4. 


\ 


CT 1 

of other to; thoſe below Us, to the Being of thoſe} 
who come after in a ſucceſſivr Progreſſion: And 
as ſoon as all the Ideas in the natural World, which 
conſtitute the Being of Human Nature, are gra- 
dually thro Faith on God, made firſt - tolerable; 
next eaſy, and at laſt pleaſant to the Souls of juſt 
Men made perfect in a ſpiritualix d World, Hell 
itſelf will be turn d into a Heaven, i. e. the ſume 
Ideas of that pure ſpiritual Light, which * lighteth 
every natural Man, that cometh into the World, will 
be a Heaven to One, while They wou'd be a Hell 
+ to a weaker Spirit, who paſſes through many 
Mediums. of Suffering for the Trial of its Faith 
into the ſpiritual Perfection of Pure Viſion. In 
this is Life, and this Life of miniſtring Angels in 
their & ſeveral Orders i is the Light of Men; and the 
Light ſhineth in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs, of 
the carnal: Eye comprehendeth It not, St Jabn 
c. i. v. 34, 5. So that however unequally the 
Portions of Pleaſure and Pain are dealt or diſtri: 
buted to different Beings in all that infinite Varicty 
of Combinations, we ſee on the Theatre of Nature, 
yet All at laſt ſuffer equally in theſe unequal Mea- 
ſures into the ſame ſpiritual Perfection of happy | 


Ideas, the leſs here, the more hereafter, when our 
Souls 


* St John, c. i. v. 9. Rev. c. XXi. v. 23. 


| n Rev. c. xiv, latter Part of the 1oth Verſe. st Lale, 
c. xvi. v. 23. See the ſecond n, of Fog” N 


$ St John, c. xiv. v. 2. 


XY} 


Soils effeminated in Senſuality will be lefs able to 


dear the ſharper Stings of Pain, They will yet 


| ſtand in“ Need of; For we aſcend Heaven by Steps, 
and all are ſaved in the End, yet ſo as by Fire: | 
Whatever Conqueſts we make in this ſpiritual 
Country, over the natural Evil of Im perfection 
aſſign' d to this Syſtem, before our Exit, is all out 
own; the more we conquer, the more ſpacious 


turn to gather up the Spoil; And therefore tho? 
we paſs into real Life thro' the Gates of Death, 


yet here appears the true innate Pringple of Self- 


preſervation, a Deſire of continuing till a little 
longer in this State of Warfare between the F leſh 


and the Spirit, that our Victory may be the more 


compleat, before the Night comes, when no Man 
can work, when our further Progreſs into the 
World of Ideas has a Finis, and our Exiſtence in 
the next Medium of Regeneration will conſiſt in 
diveſting the Soul of all thoſe carnal A ppetites 
and Senſations $ it had put on in a State of Nature. 
Dan. c. iv. v. $3705 Kev. c. xx. v. 614. c. xxi. 
* ER EE. BR vb 


* St John, C. V. v. 14. I. P. 


＋ n. c. iii. v. 16. 1 Cor. c. iii. v. 13—15. 


8 Tars will help Us to the true figurative Meaning of Pha: 


raob's two Dreams, Gen. c. xli, v. 1. to v. 9. where the 


Magicians of natural Wiſdom cannot, tis obſervable, inter- 
pret the {piricual Meaning of i it v. 25 to 29. 


and peaceful will be the Province of our Exiſtence | 
in the next State of our Being, when we ſhall re- 


0 


K 


v. 8. c. xviii. v. 7. Luke, c. i. v. 48. c. xvi. v. 23s 
24, 25. Rev. c. xi. v. 2—5. Heb, c. ix. v.27. 
1 Pet. c. iii. v. 19. c. iv. v. 6. Ec. c. xi. v. . 
Heb. c. x. v. 32, 33. c. xi. v. 6 to 12. Luke, 
c. v. V* 33, 34. 35. Mark, c. xvi. v. g. c. xii. 
v. 20, Sc. Luke, c. xi. v. 26. Fob, c. v. Eccl. 
c. ix. v. 9. 


AGAIN, as the ſenſual diana and * ny 


tions of the carnal Man in various Portions conſti- 


tute the natural Syſtem of Human Nature, fo the 
Medium of Regeneration out of the Fleſh-into the 
Spirit may conſtitute the next Syſtem or State of 
our Exiſtence. St Fobn, c. iti. v. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9. 
Wherein will be the ſame Variety and Degrees of 
Imperfettion and Miſery, there are of that Perfec- 
tion or ſenſual Happineſs we ſee in this, revers*d ;+ 


- while the ſucceeding Race of Creatures coming 


into Being, puſhes Them ſtill forwards, and the 
Pain of advancing into higher Perfection repells 
Them into a Sort of Communion with the ſenſual 
Ideas of the natural Man. 1 Tim. c. ii. v. 1˖. $ 


Ax therefore, tho” the State of Nature be, *tis 


very true, a State of War, where One acts or 


preys 


* THEsE Scenes of Want and Miſery give Riſe to the beau- 
tiful Syſtem of all moral Duties among Men, without which 
neither Man nor moral Virtue could have Exiſtence: An Atheiſt 
is the firſt dead Weight to be rais d in the intellectual World. 


+ Luke, c. x. v. 31. 


* 


6 Ovid Met. Lib. 3. v. 325, 6. 


ELD 


preys upon Another, yet a gracious God hath or- 
dain'd This for an everlaſting Decree for the Good 


of the whole, that Corruptio naturalis fit Generatio © 


fſpiritualis, and if we die daily, at laſt once for All 

out of this Syſtem, yet we die only out of the 
_ Fleſh into the Spirit made periect at laſt thro? Suffer- 
ing, with Faith on God, Rev. c. i. v. 10+ 
c. Vii. v. 14, This Perfection of ſpiritualizing all 
the natural Evil of any given Syſtem into pleaſant 
Ideas we may attain thro' the Grace of Faith, but 
abſolute Perfection as finite Creatures we cannot. 
This Diſtinction will be of great Service to us; 
For further, 


Since Any Creature in any given State or 
Syſtem is ſtill evermore capable of higher Perfec- 
tion in infinitum, ſince too every new Acceſſion of 
Ideas to our Being is firſt painful by the eſtabliſh'd 
Laws of the Creation, and can only be made plea- 
ſant to Us thro* Faith in Suffering, it follows, 
that every Creature muſt ſuffer * in infinitum, into 
infinite Happineſs. St Fude, v. 20, 21. Acts, 
c. xiv. v. 22. But yet except a Man have and 
hold the Catholick Faith of One God manifeſted 


to 


* SEE an excellent hieroglyphical Print of the Lord's Prayer, 
which will convey to a ripe Mind a larger Group of true Ideas 
at one Sight than all the Volumes of Expoſition I ever read 
thereon; for Hieroglyphicks will expreſs, when Language fails; 
the. Symbol of Man eating Fruit from the Tree of Life, guard- 
ed by a Hiſling OY is as juſt as it is admirable, 
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to us in a Trinity of Perſons, * without doubt He 
muſt periſh everlaſtingly in the ſame painful Idea, 
without making any further Progreſs into Per- 
fection at all. St Mark, c. xvi. v. 16. and unleſs 
the ſame God, who was pleas'ꝗ to inflict the pain- 
ful Trial for the Enlargement of his Happineſs and 


ideal Exiſtence, give Him chat F aich. 15 canngk 
have it. 


. 


Tarsx Diſtinctions vinditnte All the Attributes 
of Gad, and will reconcile all the different and 


ſeemingly contradictory Opinions concerning a 


Purgatory and the Eternity of Hell Torments, 
which is but one whole Truth ſplit into ſo many 
Parts, and view d in partial Lights by the different 
Capacities of Men riſing in an infinite Scale. In 
this Scale, tho' it is impoſſible any two Creatures 
ſhou'd have the ſame. identical Set of Ideas, or 
like dee even of the ſame Thing, Þ+ (lince 

if 


0 * .4 * 
N * wy 7 1 * » 
* . 


* Tux three 3 Ideas we have of the ſame Thing, viz, 
the Material in onr natural $tate, the Typical in our regene - 
rating and ſuffering Medium of Exiſtence, and the Ideal in a 
ſpiritual World, (which exactly correſpond to the three Patri- 


archal, Moſaic, and Evangelical Diſpenſations) can alone ſa- 


tisfactorily explair. the great Myſtery, of three diſtin& infinite 


Perſons in one God, as will be ſhewn more fully in a Diſcourſe 


on that Myſtery. St Matt. c. xxviii. v. 19. into the natural, 
typical, and ſpiritual Idea of the ſame World, Zech. e. xl. 
v. 8, 6. Matt. c. xiii. v. 33. 


5 


+ Sfx Eſqy on Spirit, Dedication, Page 6. Lord, Edit. 175k» 
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4 _— 


| Knowledge of the Truth, $ while the Perſecutions 


1 


if there cou'd be a Duplicate of any individual 
Capacity, there might be a Duplicate of God Him- 
ſelf) yet this Scale of Capacities, as jn a Scale of 
muſical Notes, when it is divided into. Claſſes or 
Arrangements of thoſe next a-kin, conſtitutes the 
many Schiſms of one Catholick Church; ; the con- 
tinual Progreſſion and Succeſſion of Capacities i into 
the Place of One Another will neceſſarily continue 
the Schiſms of theſe Churches, until the final Con- 
ſummation of this Syſtem, which ſeems to ripen 
a- pace into its old Age, from the many wonderful 
Diſcoveries and Revelations God hath been pleas'd 

* equally to make in the natural and ſpiritual 
World, and which have almoſt brought Us out of 
Darkneſs inta his marvellous Light. + The Con- 
troverſies between theſe religious Communities are 
one Means among many of bringing Us to the 


and 


* IT will appear on the leaſt Reflection, that the Diſcoveries 
in Phyſicks and Metaphyſicks have always kept an equal Pace 
with each other, becauſe the One is an exact Type only of the 
Other, hence the real Uſefulneſs of Phyſical Knowledge, be- 
cauſe the Laws, by which Matter acts on Matter, will diſcover 
to a ſpiritual Eye, the very Laws, by which one Spirit acts on 
another. Spirit tranſmigrates out of one Form into Another, 
at laſt into pure Light, and can have the fame Ideas improv'd 


as well as encreas'd in any Mode of Exiſtence. 


BY SEE Biſhop of Cloyne' $ Principles, &c. 


$ ALL Controverſies, ſo long as we Reaſon phyſically on a 


material Wegs, will be like a conjus'd Chaos of Ideas, till 
Chhriſt 
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and Inquiſitions of Mother Babylon under the Re- 
gulation of Providence, Pſalm lxxvi. v. 12. Gal. 
c. 4. v. 29. exerciſe the Chriſtian Faith and 

Charity of Thoſe who ſeparate from Her Com- 


munity, till the ſenſual World they crucify, is 


ſpiritualiz d into an Ideal. St Matt. c. xxi. v. 42. 


Trvs the fame Means are us'd in the great 
World, you may obſerve, - in the great World, 
which are appointed for ſpiritualizing the little 
intellectual World within Us, and that is, Morti- 
fication of the Fleſh, * which alone can bring Us 


into 


Chriſt come in the Spirit, when He will tell us All Things, 


and ſay at the Regeneration of the new, as He did at the 
Creation of the old Man, Let there be Light, and there was 
Lebt; for phyſical Knowledge purſued, ends in the greateſt 
Abſurdities, unleſs we underſtand Them ſpiritually; J. G, the 
Eſſſuvia of a Candle are ſaid to fill, I don't know, how many 
Miles with Rays of Light, 


* How can we have Love to temporal Injurers, while we 
have Paſſions? How can we but haye Paſſions, while we have 
Deſires, while our Lives are dependent on the Uſe of ſenſual 
Things? Theſe then are to be mortified .thro* Faith. The 


strength of our Spirit as well as of our Charity will ever be 


equal to the Deadneſs of our carnal Deſires, The Handmaid 
of the Lord, at the End of the Law, (which middle Period in 
the Age of the World between the Patriarchs and our Saviour, 
between the Natural and Spiritual State was the Medium of 
Purification) conceiv'd the Spiritual Son of God. 


Tux Myſteries of Ceret, which have a near Relation to the 
Orgia of Bacchus, conſiſted in a Knowledge how the Fruits 


. 
into a ſpiritual Idea of a material Earth, into a 
charitable and benevolent Frame of Mind, by a 
Conqueſt of out Paſſions tor earthly Things; for 
there is as intimate a Connection between the na- 
tural and moral World, as there is between the 
Law and the Goſpel, or between the Body and 
the Soul. Our Paſſions, thoſe Diſturbers of 
our Peace, are like ſo many Bullies to our 
Appetites, ever ready on the firſt Alarm, and 
ſnapping aſunder the Cords of Reaſon, like as a 
Thread of Tow is broken, when it toucheth the 
Fire. We muſt therefore crucify all our Deſires 
for ſenſual Pleaſures, before we can eradicate our 
Paſſions We muſt have a Fund of Sufficiency 
within Ourſelves, before we can ſtill the raging of 
theſe Appetites, and this Fund of inward Happi- 
neſs is only to be acquired by Faith on God for 
the inviſible Influences of his Holy Spirit, when 
the Day of our Viſitation comes, 1 Pet. c. i. v. 5. 
c. iv. v. 12 - 17. Malachi, c. ili. v. 1, 2—4. 
Zech. c. xiii. v. 9. And when He is pleas'd to 
wean Us from the Breaſts of Mother Nature, mau- 
| gre a all the rar and Violence of our vain Paſſions, 
Pſalm 


of the Earth, the Qualities of all Food operate on the Mind 
and ripen it at laſt into Madneſs. . To theſe Myſteries No Men 
were admitted, but ſuch as were mad. Ovid. Met. Lib. iii. 
v. 535. Madnels is a Glimpſe of Ideas in the ſpiritual World, 
without ſeeing the regular Train of Connection, which leads 
gradually to Them, and which enables Us to ſuit our Ideas one 
Size above the Capacities of thoſe we converſe with. The 
Charm, and irreſiſtible Power of ſenſual Pleaſures is bndly 
deſcribed in 24y/. Lib, xii. v. 173, Cc. 
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Pſalm Ixxv. v. 5, 8—lxxvi; v. 10. Ecclſ. e. ir. 


2 Woman, whien ſhe is in Travail, hath Sorrow, 


becauſe Her Hour is come, but as ſoon as ſhe is 
delivered of the Child, She remembereth no more 
the Anguiſh, for Joy that a Man is born into the 
World. Luke, c. xvi. v. 21. Even ſo Man hath. 
Sorrow in theſe Days of ſpiritual Travail, wlien 


the F ull neſs of Time is come for the new Birth. 


r Pet. iv. 17. which bringeth forth neweJoy, 


and ſuch as'allithe Evil in the natural World can — 
never cake kran him. ä 


Nr I. 
Aub ben our Fatb is fo FT) perfected as to 58 
Able to bear all the Evil * in a natural World with 
Pleaſure in a Spiritual, then and not before our 
Charity will be ſo too. We ſhall bleſs God for 
putting Us to theſe Trials + by the Means of his 
earthly Agents, who prove in the End our ſpiritual” 
Benefactors Hence this grand Corollary we 
wanted, which turns Devils into Angels and Mi- 
niſters of Goodneſs t to Us, and irs this, vx. that 


18 2 - 
. tem- 
a 7 


1 


* 


Arx the Degrees of natural Evil ate the Means of trying 
our Faith in our Progreſs into ſpiritual Perfection; the Soul 
goes thro' the whole Courſe before it paſſes into pure Light or” 


Viſion, IWhen, &c. Rev. c. 19, v. 7, 8, in this Senſe our Sa- 
viour deſcended into Hell. Dan. c. 3, v.25—27, 28. 


+ Tuis accounts beſt for the various Martyrdoms of the 


Saints, as well as for the n of the moſt Religious in 
this Life. | 


"FW 3 

temporal Injuries Tf piritual Benefactions for the 
Improvement of our Souls in Faith and Charity. 
Theſe qualify us for more happy Employments in 
Heaven, where true Happineſs conſiſts in Works 
of Love, in the Perfection of adminiſtering to the 
lower World of Human Nature all Thoſe Ideas, 
we before only receiv*d, and which we muſt diveſt. 
Ourſelves of, before we can give Them to Others. 
Where is now the Pain of reſigning up all the 
Gratifications of Senſe with all the Pomps and Va- 
nities of the World, which yet we muſt part with 
at laſt, whether we will or no? How paultry doth 
all its little Grandeur appear in Compariſon of this 
ſpiritual Magnificence ? How trifling all our Suf- 
ferings, which work out for Us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory ? 2 Pet. c. iii. 
v. 11, to 14. If the Neceſſity of natural and conſe- 
quently of moral Evil ariſes from the very Nature 
of finite Creatures, and not from the Goodneſs of 
God; yet let it be remember'd, that the Evil of all 
Pain lies in the Infirmity of our own Spirit, Pſalm 
Ixxvii. v. 9, 10, 11. James, c. i. v. 14. and each 
Man's Want of Faith is, and ever will be, his 
own Devil and Tormentor. This Pain is 

N ot = the 

* FoRGIVENESs of Enemies appears thence a Duty of Gra- 
titude ; for tho? they are but unhappy Agents of Heaven, in Re- 
ſpect of their own State, They are yet our ſpiritual Benefactors. 


Hence alſo the Duty of Reſignation to the Will of God in all 
Events—Thy Will be done. 


+ Darivzk us from Evil, Good Lord, i. e. from the Giritug) 
Infirmity of ID ay "ny ſo in the hoe! World, and 
then 


. 
— 2 che Means; * the Uk 


of the Means appointed begets Faith, and Faith 


Happineſs in the Enlargement of our Ideas, 
in the Encreaſe of our Love and Charity; then it 
is we paſs out of a natural into a ſpiritual World. + 
Old Things are paſt away, behold all Things are 
become new. Rev. c. xxi. v. 5. 2 Pet. c. iii. 
v. 13. Heb. c. vi. v. 1 to 5. When the natural 
Man ſhall lift up his Eyes out of ſenſual Darknefs 
into this ſpiritual World, He will be apt to ſay, 
as Jacoù did, when he reflected on the Viſion He 

| | ſaw 


then, and not before, ſnhall we be able and ready to obſerve all 
the Commands of moral Righteouſneſs, whether they be Pro- 


kibicions, 0 or InjunQtions of Charity. Gen. c, il. v. 16 F. 5. 


1 John, c. v. v. 14. I. p. 

4 Ws can attain this ſpiritual Idea of the World by Seep- 
iſm only, by putting of our Senſes, i. e. our natural Senſu- 
tions, which are falſe or imperfect in Compariſon of a ſpiritual = 
Idea of the ſame Things; by attending to the ideal Images o 
the Mind, which are often impreſs'd in the ſame ne of 
ſpiritual Conception or Even Senſation, with which the Senſes 
perceive Objects. 2 Theſſ. c. ii. v. to 12. This may convince 
Us that the World we live in, is only ſo many regular perma- 
nent Impreſſions of the Spirit on our Souls or Senſes, which 


are in a continual Progreſs thro' a material World, till we ſee 


He fame in the Mirror of our Souls. Of this Kind is that 
Proof our bleſſed Saviour gave his Diſciples - of his Reſurrec- 
tion, when He on a Sudden vaniſhed with that very Body They 


bad ſeen and handled, which contradicted ſome how the 
very Proof He gave. His Deſign no Poubt was to ſpiritualize 


their Conceptions of what They ſaw and felt in the great na- 
tural World; for from this They might conclude, that the 
Materiality of the World conſiſted in the groſs Materiality of 
their Minds only; which will ever yet thus materially exiſt in 
the W Race of ſpiritualized Mankind. 
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ſaw at Luz or Bethel, Gen. c. xxviii. v. 16. And 
Jacob awoke out of, his Sleep and He ſaid, (a fine 
Figure this of the natural Blindneſs of the carnal 
Eye) Surely God is in this Place, and I knew it 
not. * v. 17. and he was afraid and ſaid, how 
dreadful is this Place. This is none other but the 
Houſe of God, and this is the Gate of Heaven. + And 
in this Place it was that Rachael afterwards, when 
Jacob bad a ſecond Viſien there, paſs'd thro' the 
Gates of Death into Life or Light, when the Re- 
membrance or Idea of former Things wou'd be ta 
Her, like as a Dream, when one awaketh , when 

She no Doubt did, and we alſo in our appointed 
Time ſhall perceive the Truth of what our Saviour 
ſays, Luke, c. xvii. v. 21. that the Kingdom of 
God is within Us, even during « our natural State, 
tho? we, as Jacob, knew it not; for the Kingdom d 
of God is in a beautiful Parable compared by our 
Saviour Himſelf unto a Leaven, which a Woman 
hid in three Meaſures of Meal, until the whole Was 
leayen'd, 5. e. out of a natural into a typical, out 
of the typical or regenerating State into a ſpiritual 
Idea of the ſame World, Matt. c. xii. v. 33˙ 5 


Tux abi of attuiriiog this Knowledge of bur 

ſpiritual Being is by putting off the old Man, ac- 

cording to the eſtabliſn d Laus of advancing gra- 
mary 


#-St John, e. xlv, v. 9 „ice ot; abr 


* + st John, c. viii. v. 12. c. ix. v. 39. c. Ui. v. 13. 
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dually into any Perfection either natural or ſpiritual; 
for it is the Doctrine of the Goſpel almoſt in every 
Page, that they, who are or wou'd be Chriſt's, 
or ſpiritual, either have or muſt crucify the Fleſh 
with all the Affections and Luſts, or die, on 
c. v. v. 24. c. iv. v. 30. James, c. i. v. 14, 15.* 
We preach Chriſt crucified in the Fleſh, and we 
aſcend into the ſpiritual in the ſame Proportion we 
deſcend out of the natural Man. Sa that the 
World may he faid to ſpiritualize in a Man's Eye 
till more and more, as he goes back ward out of the 
natural into the ſame material World idealiz'd in 
his Mind. This is certainly Jacob's Ladder, 
whereon He ſaw the Angels of God aſcending 
and deſcending in the intermediate Scale between 
Heaven and Earth. —As ſoon as this material 
World is thus ſpiritualized by Mortificatian 
into an Ideal, in our Minds ; Then is the old 
Serpent, called the Devil or Satan (i. e. Tempter 
or Traverſer) caſt out; He is caſt out of our Souls 
into the Earth, into the carnal Minds of weaker 
Spirits for their Regeneration, and all his Retinue of 
Terrors with Him, Rev. c. xii. v. 9, to the End. 


15 Tn. is excludes all Evil out of the World, and gives 
Us that true Idea of One Good and Gracious God 
throughout all the Works and Diſpenſatians of His 
benevolent Providence, Rev. c. i. v. 11. And 
this is that Idea of Him, which Moſes firſt com- 
mands the Iſraelites to remember Themſelves, and 


x | | next 
* 2 Tim, c. iii. v. 10 to 13. 


„ 
next to teach their Children, i. e. to train Them 
up in that Diſcipline which in Time would bring 
Them to the ſame Knowledge of One God. — 
Hear, O Iſrael, The Lord our God is One Lord, 


the Alpha and Omega, the Firſt and the Laſts 
there is None elſe, both the Deceived and Decei ver 
are His, Job. c. xii. v. 16. He is in Us All, 
for in Him we live, move, and bave our Being, 
and therefore, if He is a good and gracious Being, 
He muſt be, He is, as we have ſeen above, uni- 
| verſally ſo. How eaſy now and rational doth that 
Precept appear, which commands Us next to love 
Him? How naturally do our Affections of Piety 
| kindle of Themſelves, toward him, Who is Good- 
neſs Itſelf, and Whoſe Mercy as well as Juſtice is 
over all His Works; a malicious Being, we cannot 
love, but a benevolent God we may, and that too 
with all our Heart, and with all our Soul, and 
with all our Might. 2 | b 


"Ton far we know what we are to teach ous 
Children, the true Notion and Love of One Good 
God Omnipreſent ; but this is not all, we have 
ſtill a further Uſe ro make of it. We muſt-know 
alſo the ſpecial Rewards and Advantages of ſo do- 
ing, both to Ourſelves and to Our Children, as 
the Obligations upon Us to teach Them we cannot 
atherwiſe do with Pleaſure. Cafe 
AnD, 


* On this Plan the Soul goes through the whole Courſe of 


natural Evil, enlarging its Happineſs and Exiſtence as it pro- 
| | ceeds 


1 


(=) 


Abb. firſt let us reflect on the Advantages to 
the Giver or Teacher in Reſpect of his own Hap» 
N ng from the Good of pre 
© Now we have been ben that the Happinel 
of God Himſelf conſiſts in communicating It to 
His Creatures z Ours therefore muſt likewiſe con- 


eh in _ ſo too. Our Wes of Him ern Us 


— 'to 
" : : . 
p 1 e 4 . 9 - . 
„ — — 0 . 


eeeds at laſt into pure Viſion. This ! is typified to Vs 55 the 
Moſaic Diſpenſation.of Purification, which middle Period in 
the Age of the World between the Patriarchal or Natural, and 
Evangelical or Spiritual, brought forth the Handmaid of thg 
Lord, Who at the End of the Law or middle State conceiyed 
the Spiritual Son of God by the Strength of mental Conception, 
which is called he overſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt. Thus 
Ulo St John Baptiſt, the Preacher of Repentanee and Mortiſier 
of the Fleſb, was row end, the Spiritual Saviour, as 
Ir Predeſtination is the Conſequenee of this Scheme, Ger, 
c. xlviii. yet the Freedom of Will is (till what it ever was de- 
$n'd to be, a Power of chooſing the Means of Grace, to avoid 
the Pain or Stimulus of natural Evil ſtill encreas'd, till we do 


it, to obtain Happinefs the Conſequence of nfing the Means, 


which the Judgment muſt approve and the Will chooſe as the 
greateſt Good; for theſe Means bring the Soul into an ideal 
World of ſpiritual Happineſs, it may be, through many Meta- 
morphoſes ; but ſince Space itſelf is How'd to be plainly ideal 
from the Experiment of Diagonal Mirrors, which magnify 
Scenes, Objects, Space itſelf in the Idea of the Mind, we may 


| thence.conceive, how the Soul in any Mode of Exiſtence or 


viſible Appearance may have any Set of Ideas, a Perception of 
the animal World below in the Mind of natural Man, which 
it ſomehow will adminiſter unto. Palm cv. v. 2, 3, 4 


23 ) 


to love Him, and it is our Happineſs to imitate 
| Him, Who is Love itſelf : But how can we imi- 
tate Him? How can we expreſs our Love of Him? 
How can we have any Being? How can we be 
happy, but in doing Good and rejoicing in the 
Happineſs We give to Others, even as He rejoices 
in Ours, who are his common Children. This 
Scheme of the Creation diſplays all the Attributes 
of God, His Wiſdom, His Mercy, His Juſtice, 
Who hath conſtituted the Being and Happineſs of 
the whole in a mutual Subſerviency to One Ano» 
ther throughout this our Syſtem, and «x may be 
too throughout that infinite Series of Worlds above 
Us; Nay it muſt be ſo, that the moſt perfect An- 
gels in Heaven are and can only be the Miniſters 

and Diſpenſers of God's inexhauſtible Goodneſs 
convey d — to Man INE a ns 
Spirits. 


Hence ariſes the Foundation a al focal Du- 
ties, becauſe it is the Conſtitution of our Exiſtence 
to furniſh our Quota of Aſſiſtance to Society. 


Hence alſo the Foundation of all moral Virtue 
and our Obligations to Benevolence of Intention 
in all our Actions, which God hath made the 
Meaſure of our own Happineſs. For this makes 
Us the Miniſters of Heaven indeed, without it we 
a& no better Part than that of Devils, who do 
Good againſt their Will. 


Au 
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Aup — too we have the Criterion of Virtue 
and Vice, which hath ſo long puzzled the learned 
World to find out, and which is equally the Cri- 
terion of Any. Creatufe's Ferfection, of its r | 


neſs of Miſery. _ 


So that We have got at laſt not only a Criterion 
to diſtinguiſh Virtue from Vice, but alſo a juſt 
Standard to meaſure the ſeveral Degrees of Each 
in all Actions, which enables Us to determine, 
what Rank every Action bears in the Claſs of moral 
Duties, or the Doer thereof i in the Scale of moral 


5 0 6 | 


* Lav us now make that better and particular Uſe 
of it, which the Words of my Text and the Oc- 
caſion of our preſent Meeting affords Us; And 
that is, to eſtimate the exact Value of the moral 
and religious Education of Children eyoin'd there- | 
in, 


* WHAT another may think a temporal Injury, I may think 
_ 2 ſpiritual Benefit; the Action in Reſpect of me is Virtue, in 
Reſpect. of the Agent Vice, becauſe it denotes the ſenſual and 
immoral State of his Mind, who would do an Injury as He 
thinks to his Brother, in order to gratify ſome earth-born De- 
fire of his own. Another who does a charitable Act of Relief 
is certainly the more moral Agent, yet the Action of temporal 
Injury, if the injured can make the true ſpiritual Uſe of it, is 


certainly a more moral Action, than that of charitable Relief, 


in Reſpect of all Perſons ſuch Actions are done to, i. e. the 
ſpiritual Sufferer is a more moral Agent than the Relieved. 


— 
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in, and thereby to do Juſtice to the generous Pro- 
moters of this Charity, who, like the more gra- 
cious Minifters of Light, make the publick Good 
the true Source of private Happineſs. This ſets 
Us at once on the right Scent, and taking the 
Subſtance of what has been ſaid along with Us, 
we ſhall now go on a-pace to repreſent to your 
Minds the Pleaſure and Satisfaction of reflecting, 
how theſe benevolent Diſpoſitions, you ſhew in 
the promoting of this Charity, are eſtabliſn'd on 
the Scheme of the Creation, 'are founded on the 
eternal Laws of Virtue, on the ſolid Baſis of pub- 
lick Utility, which is the true Ground-work of 
Self-happineſs, and what crowns all, on a Con- 


formity to the Command and Will of God ex- 
ne in my Text. 


Tur Command indeed is here directed imme- 
diately to the natural Parents of Children, to the 
Vraelites too, who after 40 Years Experience of a 
Gracious Providence in many ſignal Deliverances, 
were juſt entering into the Land of Plenty, and 
may therefore be ſuppos'd to have a juſt Senſe of 
God, as the Author and Giver of thoſe good 
Things, They were going to enjoy; All the Re- 
turn of Gratitude God by Moſes requires of Them, 
is firſt to retain the truly pious Notion and Love 
of One Good God Omnipreſent, and next to in- 
culcate this loving Idea of Him frequently on the 


.D Minds 
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Minds of their Children in ſuch Meaſure as their 
Capacities wou'd receive. 


/ 


Tris Act of Benevolence to the natural Off- 
ſpring of their own Loyns is enforced by the ſtrict 

Ties of a near Parental Relation to Them, and is 
confin'd_to a Family. It is only the firſt Be- 
ginnings of thoſe ſocial and moral Affections, which 
it is our Happineſs ſtill further to enlarge and ex- 
tend towards All Mankind: But your Charity and 
Benevolence in the Caſe before Us, is of a more 
extenſive Nature, and as the Ties of Obligation 
upon you are leſs ſtrict, ſo your Pleaſure therein 
muſt be far greater. For God is pleas'd by the 
Poverty of Some Fathers of Families, by the Ne- 
gligence of Others, by the Wickedneſs of not- a 
Few, by the Death of Many, by the Sickneſs 
and Infirmities of More, He is pleas'd, I ſay, to 
give you the Opportunity of becoming common 
Fathers to the Fatherleſs, a Comfort to the Widow, 
and a publick Bleſſing to Society. He hath bleſs'd 
You not only with the Opportunity, but with the 
Ability to do this good Work, and what is the 
greateſt Bleſſing of all, He hath bleſs*d You too 
with the Inclinations of a Godlike Benevolence, 
which make the Indeſert of the Object the Merit 
of its Recommendation; what I mean is, the 
Negligence and Wickedneſs of Parents makes their 
Children ſo much the more worthy Objects of 
your Care; tho” they may not deſerve ſo much 
1 Regard 


3 

Regard Themſelves, yet let your Goodneſs atone 
for the Faults of their Fathers, for Theſe their little 
Ones, what have they done? Your Goodneſs, 
which makes the Command in my Text, had it 
been immediately directed to You, alogether un- 
" neceſſary, yet hear, O ye Fathers of the Publick, 
how much more agreeably it will ſound in your 
Ears, than it could do in Theirs, to whom it 
was. 


| Ab this Notion and Love of God and Virtue 
Ye ſhall diligently teach unto theſe your 
Children, (by Means of a ſubſtituted Preceptor, 


by Your Example too the beſt of Precepts) while 


Thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and while Thou 


walkeſt by the Way, when Thou lieſt down and 
when Thou riſeſt up. 


Tur Text, You ſee, inculcates the Neceſſity 
of continually inſtilling good Notions and Prin- 
ciples into the Minds of Children at all Times 
and Seaſons. For the Minds of Youth are like 
a fertile Soil, which, if it is not duly cultivated, 
will ſoon be overun with the wild Produce of a 
luxurious Nature; and therefore They require a 


continual Care and Vigilance in occupying their 


Heads and their Hearts too with the Seeds of 


Virtue betimes, that ſo we may get the Start 


of Vice, left the Enemy come and ſow Tares, 
while we ſleep; the domineering Prevalency of 


Vice 


— 
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Vice in the Midſt of a wicked World, permitted 
for the wiſe Purpoſes before aſſign'd among the 
lower Ranks of Human Nature, makes it as 
difficult, as it is neceſſary to preſerve the Inno- 
cence of tender Minds from rhe poiſonous Con- 
tagion of ill Examples, by which all the pro- 
miſing Hopes of Youth, who ſuck in Vice like 
their Mother's Milk, are often blaſted in the very 
Bud. But then this Difficulty only enhances the 


Value of your Care over them, as well as Your 


own Pleaſure therein, For this your Patronage of 
Virtue in the Education of theſe helpleſs Orphans, 


(We may call Them) is a Concern worthy of' a 


rational Soul, the Aſſiſtances of Grace co-operate 
with Lou; Theſe are {ufficient for all Difficulties, 
and with ſuch Succours the Succeſs of this good 
Work cannot fail of beingas happy, as it is glorious 
While Gentlemen diſtinguiſh'd by their Fortunes, 
but more by ſuch Inſtances of a publick Spirit, 
become the Nurſing Fathers, and Magiſtrates like 
Nurſing Mothers of this Godlike Charity, which 
adminiſters Relief and Comfort both to the Bodies 
and Souls of Thoſe, who had no Helper. And 
therefore tho? the Goodneſs of God ſhou'd incline 
Him to diſpenſe his Bleſſings on His Creatures, 
with his own Hand, in one liberal Gift at once, 
which He cou'd eaſily do, did his more gracious 
Scheme of the Creation permit, yet who -wou'd 
not wiſh to be the bleſſed Agents and Miniſters of 
diſpenſing theſe Favours of Heaven to our Fellow 

Crea- 


E 


Creatures, to theſe Fatherleſs Children, who ſtretch 
forth their Hands unto You to ſave Them from 
the Miſeries of Vice, or they periſh, They periſh 
in their better Part, in their Souls as well as Bo- 
dies; for Theſe like two Wreſtlers generally fall 
to the Ground together. —-But how ſhall we ſave 
Them? Here is the Difficulty, and here too the. 
Value of their Souls above their Bodies ſhould but 
double Your Care, as it will Your Pleaſure; No- 
thing leſs than a regular Education and a continued 
Courſe of Inſtruction, conſtantly inculcated as re- 
quir'd in my Text, will effectually do the Buſineſs. 
Fathers within the narrow Province of their own 
Familjes may perhaps and ſcarce may be able to 
fulfill the Letter of this Command, had They both 
the Leiſure and the Inclination, whereas They too 
often want both, much leſs will the Nature of a 
publick Father permit Him to extend his Benevo- 
lence of his Kind to any conſiderable Number in Per- 
ſon. This Conſideration ſtill further recommends 
to Us the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of both God 
and Man in the Erection and Endowment of Cha- 
rity Schools, which anſwer all the good Ends and 
| Purpoles, the warmeſt Advocates of Virtue can 
deſire; for here we have an Opportunity given 
Us of putting Each his Benevolence in Execution, 
of becoming publick Teachers of greater Numbers, 
at a ſmaller Expence, with leſs Labour and more 
effectually too, than if we ſhould make it the ſole 
Buſineſs and Employment of our Lives, to go 


about 


G 
about doing this good Work Ourſelves; which 
leads me in the next Place to repreſent to You the 
Pleaſure of reflecting on thoſe Advantages, which 
are deriv*d, from Your Charity thus happily exe- 
cuted or deſign'd at leaft, to the Receiver, and 


thereby to Society, in the moral Education of its 
Members, 


- 


Tuo Each of You no Doubt conceives in your 
Minds a clear and juſt State of this Charity, which 
has been ſo often explain'd by Able Hands in this 


and all the other Churches in the Town, yet am 1 


very well aſſured, that a Reflection on this pub- 
lick Benefaction for a few Minutes longer, will 
not be a diſagreeable Entertainment to your 
Thoughts, who cannot but hear with Pleaſure, 
what You ſo often practice with more, and with- 
out which Others wou'd be apt to think upon 


lets. 


Now the firſt Benefit of this \Charity to the 
Receivers is the Improvement of their Minds in 
their intellectual Capacities; Far here the Minds 
of Youth in their tender Age; which is moſt docile 
and ſuſceptible of Inſtructions, are taught firſt to 
read and write, This is the only Employment as 
well as Improvement They are then capable of-; 
This Employment keeps Them out of bad Com- 
pany, and theſe Qualifications, little as they may 


ſeem, are yet the neceſſary Means to render Them 


ſex- 


( 3 ) 
| ſerviceable Members to Society. They teach Them 
to manage either their own Affairs or thoſe of 


Others, in their ſeve ral Stations of Life, with 
Ability and what is more, with Fidelity too; for 
theſe firſt Rudiments of Learning put as it were 
the Key of Knowledge into their Hands, while 
the laudable Method of teaching us'd in theſe 
Schools of Virtue puts the Book of Life into their 
Hands and their Heads too, Since They are 
taught there not only to read, but to read what 
alone is worth reading, the Word of God, that 
inexhauſtible Treaſure of all true Science, as well 
as of Virtue, Of every Thing, that is Praiſe- 
worthy. Thoſe lovely Pictures of every ſocial and 
moral * Duty, which are there drawn to the Life 
in all the Simplicity of Innocence and Language 
too, (as You will ſee preſently in a Specimen of a 
Family-piece, I ſhall have Occaſion 'to produce) 
are ſuitable Entertainments for, innocent Minds. 
They are perfect Patterns of good Living and of 
good Writing too, worthy their Imitation in Both, 
and cannot fail to leave ſuch a laſting Impreſſion 
on their tender Minds, as they will never forget 
as long as They live. F Every Occurrence in 
Life will recall to their Remembrance, how Abra- 

2 | | HBam, 


Cen. e. xyili. c. xix. c. AV. Rath, c. ii. 1 San. 
c. xviii. c. xx. c. XXIV, c. xxv. Pfalms in Praiſe of God's 
Mercy and Goodneſs, Matt. c. v. c. vi. c. 7- 


+ Qu? ſemel eff imbuta recens, ſeroabit deu. Teſta 


dun. 
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bam, or Jacob, or Joſeph, or our Saviour, whd 
' hath lefr us a perfect Example of all moral Duties, 
behav'd in ſuck Circumſtances, and how can they 
but approve what is thus early recommended to 
them in ſuch amiable Portraits of Virtue, the Re- 
flexion will be either a Pleaſure or Reproach to 
Them, think upon Them They muſt, and if They 
have any Ambition to be either in the Eſteem of 
God or Man, They will imitate Them too. 


Tris leads me to conſider the ſecond Benefit to 
the Receivers of this Charity, which is the Im- 
provement of their Minds in their moral Capaci- 
ties: Here it's well known, that the Mind of Man 
is of that active Nature, that it will be occupied in 
fomething or other, it will not, it cannot be idle ; 
think we muſt, but what we think upon is of the 
laſt Importance, it concerns both our preſent and 
future Being; for theſe Thoughts, be they what 
they will, build up the Structure and Conſtitution 
of the Soul, in the ſame Manner as the Food we 
eat, builds up the Subſtance and Conſtitution of 
the Body: And what more wholeſome F ood can 
we provide for theſe tender Minds, than thoſe Re- 
hgious Exerciſes and Courſes of moral Diſcipline, 
which are practis'd both in theſe private Schools 
of Charity, and in your publick Churches, where 
They are weekly catechiſed and inſtructed in their 
Duty both to God and Man by the worthy Paſtors 
and Miniſters of their ſeveral Pariſhes. If any 


human 


TW 1) 
human Means can ſecure the Innocence of Children, 


Theſe thro? the Bleſſing of -God cannot fail of 


Succeſs; for thoſe good Principles, which They 
learn in private, are thus confirm'd in publick, 
and Virtue. is handed abroad into the open World 
with Applauſe. - What more comely Sight can 
the Eye of Man behold, than to ſee a regular Pro- 


ceſſion of innocent Lambs walking daily to the 


Houſe of God, where They are weekly examin'd, 
like ſo many Candidates for Heaven, who would 
otherwiſe, it's to be fear*d, have been roving like 
ſo many Vagrants in the Streets, a Prey to every 
Temptation, They met with. And happy is it 
for Them, that They are thus rrain'd up Veterans 
in the Service of Virtue, which incorporates a due 


Senſe of God, as the Giver of All Things, into 


their Minds, while they are growing up in the 
Stature of the natural Man; Happy for Them 
when the Evil Days of ſpiritual Travail come; 
Happy for their Families; happy for the Publick; 
for the good Effects of this Education are not con- 
fin'd to Themſelves only, but diffuſe their whole- 
ſome Influence on all around Them. It is like the 
holy Oil pour'd on Aaron's Head, which ran down 
to the Skirts of his Cloathing. Are They dutiful 


Children? Their Parents are the happier, or loving 


Huſbands? Their Wives and Families ſhare in 
the kindly Warmth of their Affections. They 
make good Servants and better Maſters; Children 


8 experience in Them an affectionate Father, and the 


6 Stranger 


( 34) ; 


Stranger a faithful Friend, while They are pious 
to God and charitable to Man in the ſeveral Re- 
lations and Duties of Life, ſtill growing in Grace, 
as They grow in Years, till they receive their Sum- 
mons to depart hence i in ors, in a ike old Age 
into a better el 


Bur tho! they die, yet % Wicke die not 
with them. Theſe it was their chief Care and 
Concern to bequeath to their Children, and their 
Children to the Publick, as the moſt precious Le- 
gacies They could leave to Either; for as it is in 
1 the natural World, ſo in the Moral, Virtue pro- 
1 pagates Virtue by the eſtabliſh'd Laws of the 

| f Creation, and One good Father of a Family, like 
i one good Grain of Seed will multiply Himſelf into 
= many Likeneſſes. His good Qualities will def- 
' i cend to lateſt Poſterity, and in Him Generations 
=" yet to come ſhall be bleſſed. Of ſuch Importance 


18 is the Religious Education of One Man, how much 
18 more of Many in Reſpect of their Happineſs both 
* | here and hereafter. This is enough, One wou'd 
"i think, to ſtir up even the moſt affectionate Parents 
c 4 * to a double Diligence in bringing up their own 
— Children in the Fear of God, and alſo to extend 
-18 this fatherly Concern to as many more as we can 
1 for who knows, as ſaid a late pious Prelate of our 
4 | Church, 9 when he reflected on the wonderful 


+ 19 1. Pro- 
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* Bp Beveridge's Thoughts. 


0.38 ) 
Providence of God in bringing ſo many Millions 
of People out of the Loynsof One Man, who knows, 
ſays He, but the Salvation of ten thouſand Souls 
may depend on the Education of One ſingle Child. 


And what a Pleaſure would it be to a Benefactor 
of this Charity to ſee a Man, Who had obtain'd a 


clear Proſpect of Heaven, thro' the Means of his 
Charity, bequeath the Bleſſing of eternal Salvation 


to ten thouſand Souls yet unborn? What a graceful 


and affecting Scene would it be to ſee Him 'dif- 
charging the laſt Farewel Duty of a Father to his 
Family, and like another Jacob, bleſſing his Children 
before He died. The Deſcription is moving, as 
Lou may find it drawn with all the Tenderneſs of 


fincere filial Duty and parental Affection in "the 
48th and 49th Chapters of Gengſis; how much 


more movi l be the Scene. "Smt no 


3 * Pack 
V. 1. Anv it came to paſs, that one told 


Foſeph, behold ! Thy Father is ſick ; and He took 
with Fai his © two Sons, mg and ere 


1 


| 2. Amp one told Jacob, and ſaid, beholdl thy 
Son Joſepb cometh unto Thee; and Iſrael gau. 


end "Himſelf me ſat upon the Bed, de. 


12. And Foſeph brought Them out 3 


his Knees, and (like a Son of Jacob's) He bowed 


| Himſelf with his F. ace to the Earth. 


14. Ax p 
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14, An. [frael ſtretched out his Right Hand, 
and laid it upon Epbraim's Head, who was the 
Vounger, and his Left Hand upon Manaſſeth's 
Head, guiding his Hands very wittingly, for Ma- 
naſſeth was the firſt Born, i. e. a Type of the na- 
tural ae, as Epbraim, was of he en, . 


1 ” 3 He bleſſed Jolepb, 5 theſe his. two. 
Son or States) and ſaid, (and pray, what cou'd. 
He ſay-more affecting ?) ** God, before whom my 
Fathers, Abraham, and Jſaac did walk; the 
« Gale be den all * Life long au. this Day. 1 


| 16. Te IR 00 redeemed. ne fem all 
Evil, * bleſs the Lads, and let my Name be named 
on Them, and the Name of my Fathers, Abrabam_ 


and Jſaac, and let them grow into a Multitude in 


OO n 


20. And He bleſſed. Them 11 Day, (n- 
deed, both with temporal and eternal Happineſs) 
faying, In Thee ſhall rael bleſs, ſaying, God 


make Thee, as Ephraim, and as Manaſſes,” and 
He ſet Fpbraim before Manaſſes: Spiritual Pleaſures 


before ſenſual Gratifications. 


en a comfortable proſpect i in the Hour of 
Death was but the natural Conſeguence of his liv- 
ing | in a pious Senſe, that God bad * Him all bis 
Life 


— 


* See Page 16. 


"TW 3 


Lie long unto * boy. And hene it was, He 
eou'd ſay to Foſeph with a Sort of Triumph. 


97 1. «6 Brnorp! 1 die; but (fear not) God 
ſhall be with Lou and bring You again unto the 


Land of your Fathers, a Land flowing with mY 


Milk and Fe" 


In the next Chapter,” 1/-ael {till wk the Spirit 
of God upon him 


1 a Caitep unto Him his twelveSons, and faid, 
gather Yourſelves together, that I may tell Each 
of You, that which ſhall befall Lou in the laſt 
Days.“ © 


% 


'Tazsz twelve Sons the Founders of © twelve. 
Tribes, and Types of twelve regenerate Apoſtles, 
ſignify twelve different States of Human Nature 
portionꝰd out among Mankind; thro*'Eachof which 
Every Man paſſes firſt in the old Man, and ſecond- 
ly in the New, as the twelve Signs in the celeſtial 
Globe exactly correſpond with thoſe in the terre- 
ſtrial, which may lead Us in Time to the better 
Knowledge of geographical and aſtronomical Ana- 
logy.“ Vide Matt. c. x. v. 23. Rev. c. xxi. v. 14. 
Gen. c. XxXViii, v. 9. 


On 
* Hence Predeſtination, but in a rr Idea of i it. See Free 
Will explain d. Page 22. 


(88) 
O this'Side*the Grave the natural Man paſſes, 
(or it were better for Him if He did) throꝰ each of 
theſe States, Heb. c. viii. v. 5. into that * of Jo- 
feph”s s (who was in the natural, a Type of Chriſt 
in the ſpirityal World) when He too ſhall receive 
Toſeph's earthly Bleſſing here, and Chriſt's heavenly 
hereafrer. In this Senſe is to be underſtood the 
Doctrine of univerſal Salvation + promiſed and re- 
veal'd to Jacob, at the 14th Verſe of the roth 
Chapter of Genefis, and c. xxin v. 15, 18. and 
c. XXViii. v. 12-15.—You will now be able to un- 
derſtand better, both what is paſt” and what follows ; 
for Jacob having gone throꝰ the Bleſfings of tlie ha 
tural Man in lis ten Sons, no Doubt had che Scene 


of that Viſion at Bethel full in his Mind, when He | 


comes to pronounce Foſeph's Bleſſings, the common 
Bleſſing of All Mankind, when They have paſs'd 
thro? his Trials into his State of Mind. 8 The good 
old Man delivers it in the Fluency of Joy. For 


Jacbb, lays He, at the 


. : 
. t. 1 


22. Joſeph is a fruitful Bovgh, even a brats 
Ful Bough by a Well, Pos nn run over 


the Wall. Xe 
7 23: * 


' — N | 4 


* This will ſhew the Significancy of Foſe pls Coat of der 
| c=. Gen. c. Xxxvii. v. 3. 


4 Mark, c. x. v. 39. 


Aulos, c. lil. v. 2. f. p. 


0 39 ) 


N 23. Tan 8 (che viglene Men of * Earth) 
have ſorely grieved Him, and ſhot at Him, and 
hated Him,” the xe of Chriſt, St Lule, c. 6. 


V. 20, 21, 22. 


24. Bur his Bow abode in Strength, and the 
Arms of his Hands were made ſtrbng by the Hands 
of the mighty God of Jacob; from thence is the 
Shepherd, and Stone of 1/rael. Iſa. c. xxviii. v. 16. 


25. N by the God of thy Father, who ſhall 
help Thee, and by the Almighty, who ſhall bleſs 
Thee with Bleſſings of Heaven above, Bleſſings af the 


Deep, that lieth under; Bleſſings of the Breaſts and 


Y the Womb. 


28. Tur Bleſlings of thy Father have prevailed 
above the Bleſſings of my * Progenitors, unto the 
utmoſt Bound of the everlaſting Hills, They ſhall be 
on the Head of Joſeph and on the Crown of the 
Head of Him, that was ſeparate from his Brethren. 


27. Benjamin ſhall ravin as a Wolf; in the 
Morning He ſhall devour the Prey, and at 


Night He ſhall divide the Spoil, z. e. Benjamin the 
Younger of  Rachael's Sons, ſhall enjoy thoſe 


Bleſſings 1 in the Perfection of all the Natural Senſes, 
which 


*. e. Human Nature hath advanced into further Perfection 
in Vou than in Me, or {ſqgac or Abraham. 
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4 
which Foſepb taſtes in the Spiritual. See c. xliii. 


v. 34. where “ Benjamin, a Type of a perfectly 


happy Man in a ſenſual State receives five Meſſes 
in a ſtrange Country, with his Brother Joſepb ex- 


alted at the Right Hand of Pharaoh, but unknown 


to Him; the Signification of which is obvious. 


28. Now all theſe are the twelve Tribes of 
Tfrael, (typical of 12 States of Human Nature) and 
this is it, that their Father ſpoke unto Them, and 
bleſſed Them, Every One according to his Bleſſing, 
He bleſſed Them. aÞ 


33. And when Jacob had made an End of 
blefling, and commanding his Sons in their Duties, 


He gather'd up his Feet into the Bed, and yielded 


up the Ghoſt, or breath'd forth his diſembodied i» 
Soul in the Breath of God's Holy Spirit. 


by No Sucu 


* With this natural Benjamin, Rachael travail'd by the 
Way and had hard Labour, Ger. c. xxix. v. 16. as they 
journey'd from Bethel; here it was Jacob had a ſecond Viſion 
of God at the very ſame Place in his Return ; and it came to paſs, 
when ſhe was in hard Labour, that the Midwife faid unto Her, 


fldar not, Thou ſhalt have this Son alſo; and it came to paſs, 


as her Soul was in departing (for ſhe died) that She called his 
Name Benoni, or Son of my Sorrow, but Jacob called Him 
Benjamin or Son of Conſolation; when ſhe travailed, there 
was but a little Way to Ephrah, and Rachael died and was 
buried in the Way to Ephrah, which is Bethlehem. Now in 


. Bethlehem, a City of David, was the ſpiritual Saviour of the 


World born, the Geographical Analogy, and Signification of 


which is alſo very obvious, 


1684 5 


+. Sucn Bleſſings both of Heaven and Earth doth 
one Religious Man bequeath to Generations yet to 
come; This Inſurance can He give them of ſpiri- 
tual and eternal Happineſs, when the natural 
Heavens and Earth are paſſing away in his Mind 
or Idea. This Aſſurance of Heaven is the good 
Fruit of a Religious Education, by which the 
Giver multiplies his Happineſs, as the Receiver 
foes his Virtue. 


* 


e Children, let me i an You in a ſhort 
Addreſs, to make a grateful Return for theſe 
Bleſſings convey*d to You from above thro' the 
Hands of Men; and the beſt Return Ye can make 
to both God and Man will be in a virtuous and 
ſober Life: Theſe Your Benefactors expect no 
more from You—They have given You the beſt 
Gift in their Treaſures—They can give You no 
more, ſave the Praiſes of well-doing. And if 
there be any Virtue, if there is any Praiſe, think 
on theſe Things, and happy are Ye, if Ye do 
| them; think on them, when Thou ſitteſt in thine 
Houſe, and when Thou walkeſt by the Way; 
when Thou lieſt down, and when Thou riſeſt up, 
Each of You, in Your Prayers to God for the 


Supplies of his Grace; for theſe Supplies the Soul 


requires in the ſame continual Manner, as does the 
Body; without them every Time ye mingle in a 
n ſenſual World, it will eat away the very 


F Vitals 


CY — = 
— — 
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RD 
Vitals of Your Soul ; it will tawn that lovely Com- 
plexion of Your Minds, as the Sun does that of 
your Faces; in a Word, keep“ the Command- 
ments; keep your Innocency, for that and that 
7 0 | ** only 


88 | But c. 8. v. 2. James, c. 1. v.12. It is a Law in 

che intellectual World, by which one Spirit acts upon another, 
that the traverſing Tempter will uſe no other Allurements to 
break a good Reſolution, than are barely neceſſary to the State 
of the Mind under its Trial; hence ſpiritual Happineſs will 
never be revealed to Him, who makes Temporals the Object 
of his Deſires. Count it all Joy when Ye, fall into divers 
Temptations, be not cheaply bought, be not diverted with a 
Tale of a Tub, when You are in Queſt of the grand Prize; 
He that perſevereth to the End, ſhall ſee the Light of eternal 
Salvation revealed at laſt, and ſhall ſee good Days; the Fruit 
of the Tree of Temptation reſiſted is good to make one wiſe 
indeed, as ſaid our Mother Eve, Gen. c. iii. v. 6. who, it 
ſeems, was the Inſtrument of firſt tempting Man with ſenſual 
Pleaſures in a natural State. Theſe bring his Bodily Conſtitu- 
tion ſtill nearer into the Confines of Death, and his Mind into 
the Medium of Regeneration through the Grace of Repentance, 
or aveyow, for the Breach of the Command. In this State 
Woman the counter Part of Man throws in his Way ſuch na- 
tural Evils as his natural Infirmity firſt bears with Mortifica- 
tion, for the Improvement of his Soul in moral Virtues, in 
Patience, Faith and Charity, Which at laſt beget i in Him ſpri- 
tual Happineſs ; thus is ſhe his Help-meet both in his natural 
and regenerating State, made at firſt out of one of his Ribs, 
which ſigniſies, that She has her Exiſtence in the counter Part 
of his Heart or Affections, One Fleſh, the Dimidium Anime, 
the Conſciouſneſs of his carnal Deſives, as the Light of the 
Moon is a Reflection of the Sun's Rays, Gen. c. xxxvii. v. 9, 
10. for God cloſed up the Fleſh inſtead of the Rib, i. e. ſealed 
vp the Darkneſs of his uatural Eye for a Time, that He ſhould 
not perceive her Conſciouſneſs of his carnal Deſires, fignified 
"7 a . to 


\ 


(#5 


only will bring You Peace at the laſt: She is fair 


and comely, in her left Hand are Riches and Ho- 
nour, and in her Right Hand are Health and 
Length of Days here; on her Head too She wears 


a 


to Him at leaſt, by all her Actions, as His may be to Her, 


\ Luke, c. xxiv. v. 16. But when Man is enabled through 
Grace to bear all natural Evil with Pleaſure in a fpiritualiz'd 
World,theTree of Good and Evilis then thrown out of the Gar- 
den, and Man will ſay as God did at the End of the Creation, 
Gen. c. i. v. 31. Tobit, c. vii. v. 11. c. viü. v. 3. Mark, 
c. xvi. v. 9. for it is the Spirit which healeth all Evil. Mark, 
c. vi. v. 56, Gen. c. xlviii. v. 16. Then Woman's counter 
Office ceaſes, they become one indiviſible Spirit, and Chriſt the 
Lamb is married to his Spouſe, the Church or World; of 
which the carnal Marriage of One Fleſh or natural World is 
but a Type or Pattern, So ought Men therefore to love their 
Wives, as a Part of Themſelves, Epheſ. c. v. v. 32. For 
though the carnal minded Man does conceive the World in a 


natural materia] Senſe, yet it is even in this Senſe a Part of his 


carnal Being or Conſtitution ; and it is literally true, that He, 


who hateth any Part of this his material ſenſual Wife, hateth his 


own Fleſh, hateth that, whereof and wherein too He has his 
Being, v. 39. but hate it He muſt, till He concelves it ideally 
or ſpiritually; and here too is ſtill the ſame Dilemma in either 
Caſe; for if he conceives the World ideally, It ſtill either is, or 
is to be a Part of his ſpiritual Exiſtence This will give fome 
Light to, 1 Cor. c. xi. v. 7, to 13, and aſſigns a Reaſon, why 
the Woman was firſt tempted by the Spirit of natural Evil or 
Self · inſufficiency to taſte ſenſual Pleaſures; and alſo why She 
was the immediate Inſtrument of tempting Man, 1 Cor. c. xi. 
v. 10. viz, becauſe She is'faid to be the weaker Veſſel, in the 
Medium of Travail between the Fleſh and the Spirit, between 
the natural and ideal World. On this Account our Saviour 
after his Reſurrection appeared firſt to the Women, and of them 
firlt to Mary Magdalen, out, of whom He had caſt the Seven 

ſenſual 
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Wo Crown of Glory and Immortality hereafter. 


Theſe are Bleſſings worth receiving Yourſelves, 
and they are Legacies worth leaving to your Po- 
ſterity—Diſpenſe them then freely to your Children, 
to the Publick, even as theſe your common Fa- 


thers diſpenſe them unto You. Little Children, 


* theſe ycur Benefactors and be grate reful. 


And Ye, Pathers and Guardians of the Publich 


 bebold theſe Your little ones, how that Innocence, 


Ye are the Guardians of, ſmiles in their Counte- 
nances, without any wrinkled Feature of Care 
upon it; She Smiles array*d in the Robes of Hap- 
pineſs and Contentment, with which Ye clothe 
both their Souls and their Bodies; Verily, I ſay 
unto You, that Solomon in all his Glory was not 
array*'d like one of Them They ſtand before 
You worthy Objects of your fatherly Concern— 

Your 


ſenſual Devils, Mark, c, xvi. v. 9.—The eaſy thoughtleſs 
Happineſs of a natural Man, who has but faint Conceptions of 
a ſpiritually Omnipreſent God, is very juſtly ſaid (1 Cor. c. xi, 
v. 7.) there to be the Image and the Image only of God, or of 
a perfected Spirit, who enjoys the carnal Man's Heovinel and 
natural Eaſe in a ſpiritual Senſe or Idea; as different Creatures 
may have their Exiſtence in the different Idea of the /ame 
Actions; can I call them? Man is compared to the Sun, Cen. 

c. 37+ v. 10. who has his Light immediately from God, the 
Woman from Him. Man therefore, when perfected in moral 
Righteouſneſs will look upon this World his Wife as a viſi- 


ble or ſenſible Idea of his own Mind impreſs'd immediately by 


the Spirit of God For the Kingdom of God is within You, 
Epbeſ. c. 5. v. 32. 


4 45 ) 
Your very Exiſtence is * on \ ach ſocial Acts 


— The moral Perfection of theſe Acts on the Bene- 
volence of Mind, Ye do them with The Meaſure 


of your charitable Beneficence will be the Meaſure 


of your own Happineſs, of your Happineſs which 
is thus founded on the ſolid Rock of divine Good- 
neſs itſelf, on the moral Agency of miniſtring to 
the ſucceeding Generations of Human Nature in 
ſuch lite this its Infancy, an ciy. v. iv. Heb, 
c. i. * 7. 


Gres therefore ha Give awd ic ſhall be 
given to You again: A little Leaven convey'd in 
ſuch ſeaſonable Charities (thus happily executed) 
will leaven a whole Lump ; the Benefits of it ex- 
tend to both Soul and Body, to lateſt Poſterity, 
to their Happineſs both here and hereafter And 
in ſo doing Ye ſhall not loſe Your Reward ; the 


down the Dew of Heaven upon your Dwelling 


Places The Comforts of God's Holy Spirit ſhall 


reſt upon your Heads, whether Ye be ſitting in the 
Houſe, or walking by the Way—Ye ſhall lie down 
in Peace and riſe up again in Safety—Ye ſhall re- 
ceive the Bleſſing of thoſe, who are yet unborn. 


1 when this goodly Frame of Things ſhall 
be diffoly*d, and God ſhall lay again the Corner 
Stone thereof, then ſhall Ye thus qualified for the 


Miniſtry of Heaven by ſuch gracious Arts of Be- - 


 NeVQ» 


Prayers of theſe your little Petitioners will bring 
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nevoletice, Ye with all the Angels of God lf: | 
ſhout for Joy, Fob. c. xxxvñi. v. 6, 7. Ye ſhall. 
ſhine like the Morning Stars i in the Firmament, for 
ever and ever, and which while They give Light 
to this our lower World, ſing together in the 
Chorus of che grand univerſal Concert; Glory be 
10 God on high, and on Earth Peace and Goodwill 
towards Men And may the God of all Goodneſs 
fill Your Hearts with this. Joy and Conſolation of 
doing Good, and give his Bleſſing to this Work 


and Labour of Love, to the Giver and Receiver, 


both in this World and in that better which is to 
come, where our only Title and beſt Welcome 
eee e OY 


a © Ina$Mvon as Ye have dotie it unto One of 
theſe little Ones, Ye have done it unto me. And 

I pray God, that We may all receive this happy 
Welcome thro? the Mercies your "POE 85 3 0 
er | 6224 X73. 180% 


© 3 | 
To whom, with the Fithepand the Holy Spirit, 
be aſcrib'd, as is maſt due, all Praiſe, Ho- 
nour, Glory, and IT E Bat: Hos: now 
and erermore. Amen. 
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